
E m p l o y e e  

o r  

C o n t r a c t o r ?

C o n t r a c t o r s  p a y  m o r e  t a x e s  t h a n
e m p l o y e e s .  B u t  m a n y  c o n t r a c t o r s  a r e  
r e a l l y  e m p l o y e e s .  

R e a d  t h i s  b r o c h u r e  t o  k n o w  i f  y o u  a r e  
p a y i n g  T O O  M U C H  i n  t a x e s .  

This brochure is legal information - NOT legal 
advice. Using this brochure does not make you a 
client. For help or information, please call us.

D i d  y o u r  e m p l o y e r  
p a y  y o u  a s  a  
c o n t r a c t o r ?  

 
 

I f  y o u  w e r e  p a i d  
a s  a  c o n t r a c t o r  

b u t  w e r e  r e a l l y  a n  
e m p l o y e e ,  y o u  

w e r e  
" m i s c l a s s i f i e d . "  

Y o u  m a y  h a v e  
p a i d  T O O  M U C H  

i n  t a x e s .
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Y e s .  M a n y  e m p l o y e r s  c l a s s i f y  
e m p l o y e e s  a s  c o n t r a c t o r s .  D o i n g  s o  
m a k e s  i t  e a s i e r  a n d  c h e a p e r  f o r  t h e  
e m p l o y e r s .  

Did you work as an 
employee?

If I  was paid as a 
contractor,  could I  sti l l  

be an employee
I f  y o u  w e r e  p a i d  a s  a n  e m p l o y e e ,  y o u  
g o t  a  W - 2  t o  r e p o r t  y o u r  w a g e s .  Y o u r  
e m p l o y e r  t o o k  7 . 6 %  o f  y o u r  p a y  f o r  
S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  a n d  M e d i c a r e  t a x e s .  

O u r  L o w - I n c o m e  T a x p a y e r  C l i n i c  

c a n  h e l p  y o u  d e c i d e  i f  y o u  

s h o u l d  b e  a n  e m p l o y e e .  W e  c a n  

a l s o  h e l p  y o u  t a k e  y o u r  c a s e  t o  

t h e  I R S .  C o n t a c t  u s .  

Q u e s t i o n s

Can employers in 
Massachusetts prove I  

am a contractor?

T h e y  d o  n o t  c o n t r o l  h o w  o r  
w h e r e  y o u  w o r k ;

T h e  k i n d  o f  w o r k  y o u  d o  i s  n o t
p a r t  o f  t h e  e m p l o y e r ' s  u s u a l  
b u s i n e s s ;  a n d  

Y o u  h a v e  y o u r  o w n  b u s i n e s s  
o f f e r i n g  t h a t  k i n d  o f  w o r k  t o  
o t h e r  c l i e n t s .  

Y e s .  Y o u r  e m p l o y e r  c a n  t r e a t  y o u  
a s  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  c o n t r a c t o r  i f  
t h e y  c a n  p r o v e :  

Did you work as an 
independent contractor? 

I f  s o ,  y o u  g o t  a  1 0 9 9  t o  r e p o r t  y o u r  
w a g e s .  Y o u  h a d  t o  p a y  t h e  I R S  1 5 . 3 %  
o f  y o u r  p a y  f o r  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  a n d  
M e d i c a r e  t a x e s .  ( T h a t ' s  2  t i m e s  m o r e  
t h a n  e m p l o y e e s ! )

How do I  know if  I  was 
paid as a contractor?

"No" answers mean you were paid as a
 contractor?  

Did your employer have to...

pay you overtime?

provide healthcare benefits?

deduct taxes from your pay?

Were you eligible for...

Workers compensation?

Unemployment benefits?

yes no

How do I  know if  I  am 
really an employee?

C o n t r o l .  Y o u r  e m p l o y e r  c o n t r o l s  
h o w  a n d  w h e r e  y o u  d o  y o u r  w o r k .

S k i l l s .  Y o u  w e r e  t r a i n e d  o n  t h e  
j o b .  

O t h e r  j o b s .  Y o u r  e m p l o y e r  d o e s  
n o t  w a n t  y o u  t o  h a v e  o t h e r  j o b s  
w h i l e  y o u  d o  t h i s  j o b .

P e r i o d  o f  w o r k .  Y o u r  j o b  d o e s  n o t  
h a v e  a  s p e c i f i c  e n d  d a t e .

Y o u  a r e  p r o b a b l y  a n  e m p l o y e e  i f :  

Impo r t a n t !  E v e n  i f  y o u r  c o n t r a c t  w i t h  
t h e  e m p l o y e r  s a y s  y o u  a r e  a n  
i n d e p e n d e n t  c o n t r a c t o r ,  y o u  m a y  s t i l l  
b e  a n  e m p l o y e e .
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